
College Uses Argos to Expand and Centralize Data Access

The Challenge

Nicolet College, a technical college in northern Wisconsin, was getting ready to migrate 

their ERP over to PowerCampus® by Ellucian. As part of their preparation, they conducted 

a business process review. This review revealed a need to improve how they did their 

reporting throughout the college.

Nicolet found their existing reporting system and structure to be laborious and 

inefficient. Reporting was spread out among different systems and applications on 

campus, with each one only able to report off its own data. It took a lot of effort 

to collate and compile the data from the various sources in order to make decisions 

affecting the college. They also needed to expand data access to all Nicolet staff 

members without having to install reporting software on every staff computer. 

The decision was made to move to a centralized reporting structure that would enable 

them to make student and class data available to all full-time staff, as well as adjunct 

instructors.

The Solution

Nicolet College saw that PowerCampus could be bundled with Argos, Evisions’ enterprise 

reporting solution. After seeing some demos and speaking with Argos end users at other 

institutions, they realized that Argos could be that forward thinking ‘one-stop shop’ they 

were looking for. 

Nicolet’s implementation and training began in April of 2014. Within a few months, they 

had a couple of dozen DataBlocks created and in use by staff and administration. On the 

technical side, people who had never written a line of SQL code quickly found themselves 

able to do so thanks to Argos’ visual design tool.
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With Argos in place, Nicolet was now able to provide real-time access to college data – 

informing everyone, from the Welcome Center staff who direct students to the academic 

deans who must evaluate their programs and courses.  Key users include the Business Office, 

Registrar’s Office, academic departments, bookstore, Institutional Research, and IT.

One use of Argos the college didn’t initially anticipate, but has since made great use from, is 

the ability to enter data through dashboards. They have several dashboards that allow users 

to enter data into various databases, without requiring IT to build custom web applications.

The college uses Argos’s scheduling & delivery capabilities in many ways:

• A report of data entry issues is sent nightly to the Registrar’s Office. This automation 

of daily error-checking reports encourages timely data corrections, which in turn has 

made the IT staff’s job of state reporting much easier and less time consuming. 

• College advisors and financial aid staff are notified daily of students who add or drop 

classes.  This assists financial aid staff in determining a student’s continued financial aid 

eligibility, and helps advisors be aware of students that may need assistance. Similarly, 

instructors are notified of any students who add or drop a class that is in session.

• An updated schedule of classes is sent to their website server nightly. These automated 

updates ensure that the public is always aware of their offerings, and has eliminated 

the need for staff to create and manually upload documents to the webserver.

• Learning management system (LMS) administrators are sent a daily report which gives 

the current build status of every course in the LMS (grade center, syllabi, open status) 

for the term.  These reports help confirm that each course in the LMS is ready by its 

starting date.

Lastly, Nicolet College has added to their reporting abilities with Argos’s advanced features. 

The Strategic Enrollment Team uses the Interactive Charts to view historical enrollment and 

demographic trends in order to direct future enrollment efforts. The Business Office utilizes 

the OLAP Cubes for budget and expense tracking. And the API feature is used to provide a 

college-wide phone directory via SharePoint.

About Argos

Evisions Argos delivers the insights you need quickly, in order to make timely, better-informed 

decisions. It helps colleges and universities work better because it delivers flexible, powerful, 

easy-to-use reporting tools developed by higher education experts. Argos provides accurate 

information and data when you need it, through reporting made simple. For more information, 

please visit www.evisions.com/argos.

“Argos has been a great addition 
to Nicolet College, making 
access to data a straight-forward, 
transparent process. Our ability 
to provide data to users with 
specific requirements has 
become a fast and easy process, 
eliminating most of our routine 
or repetitive requests for data.”

 
Bethyn Baldauf
Reporting Analyst 

“Argos has completely changed 
how I do my work as the Dean 
of Liberal Arts and Business. 
In a matter of seconds, I can 
access anything from tracking 
curriculum development 
to modifying instructional 
assignments. Information that 
used to be spread across Excel 
spreadsheets and email chains 
is now housed in one central 
repository.”  

Dr. Emily Stuckenbruck
Dean of Liberal Arts and Business

“Argos has made performance 
reporting infinitely easier 
for Nicolet College. Tracking 
program and student success 
metrics in real time is now 
available on demand, creating 
workflow efficiencies. No more 
lead time in requesting and 
waiting for reports!”  

Kelly Haverkampf
Director of Institutional Effectiveness
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Evisions helps higher education organizations work better. Our software eases your administrative load – so you can get back to the process of learning and discovery. Built and 
optimized for administrators, our solutions help you stay on top of your many tasks and responsibilities, reduce hassle and waste, and work more efficiently.
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