
The Challenge

For the Office of Undergraduate Admission at La Salle University, there was a need to 

have immediate access to real-time information on applicants, accepted students, and 

deposits. The office was relying on Microsoft Access for their reporting. However, this 

resulted in a long list of challenges: it took a while to run and gather reports (even longer 

if adjustments were required); the reports were not visually pleasing; end users could 

change the reports they were downloading; and there were no guidelines or standards 

around the reporting process.

In addition to the challenges of using MS Access for reporting, Undergraduate Admission 

relied on one staff member from Enrollment Services to run those report queries. And 

when that person ended up leaving, reporting – especially ad-hoc requests – took even 

longer to put together.

It became clear to the Admission staff at La Salle that this older way of doing things was 

out of date and slow, and it was consuming too much time and energy. Therefore, they 

began to search for a new solution – one that would quickly provide them organized and 

accurate reports to suit their needs.

The Solution

The Office of Undergraduate Admission at La Salle University learned that their colleagues 

in the Office of Institutional Effectiveness were using Evisions Argos to meet their reporting 

needs, as well as to provide reports to others on campus. They were impressed with its 

quick view and ability to provide statistics on-demand for multiple end users. They were 

pleased by the sharp and organized graphics of Argos reports because it enabled them to 
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more easily interpret the data. Especially attractive was that Argos was completely secure 

and already set up to look at Banner data. Its ease of use also meant there was no need to 

replace the position that was lost. Once the Executive Director realized these capabilities, 

and its advantages over other products, he said, “It’s like Christmas in July!”

The main benefit La Salle’s Admission Office sees from Argos is the amount of time it saves. 

Previously, when the Executive Director had to prepare for a presentation, he would have to 

run multiple MS Access reports and ask for updated information ad-hoc. Depending on the 

workload of support staff, it could take some time to get the information needed. Now, he 

can pull in trend data, YTD data, demographic, high school, resident vs non-resident, and 

other data in any format – including graphs and charts – ready to be copied and pasted into 

a document or presentation. With this dashboard, the Executive Director could prep for a 

presentation in five minutes.

The staff can now answer many questions in a matter of seconds. For example, they can 

view a chart or they can get raw data (in CSV format) with the actual applicants from a 

semester to see if they were admitted and if they enrolled. They can view minority trend 

data in graph form in mere seconds, rather than having to send a request to get an update 

from last year’s information or from information that’s a few weeks old. Also, instead of 

having to search month-old reports, the end user can just change the YTD dates that are set 

up in the report and they can instantly see what was going on a month ago compared to 

what is currently happening.

One specific feature of Argos that has been of great value to the Admission staff is the 

interactive charts. Before Argos, they were using tables, PDF reports, and spreadsheets, 

which often made it difficult to find the details they needed. Interactive charts give them 

a quick visualization of how they’re doing year-over-year, year-to-date, or when examining 

final numbers. Additionally, the drill down capabilities follow a logic for which the Admission 

staff was already familiar, helping them move from summary “big picture” type data down 

to more detailed information.

About Argos

Evisions Argos delivers the insights you need quickly, in order to make timely, better-informed 

decisions. It helps colleges and universities work better because it delivers flexible, powerful, 

easy-to-use reporting tools developed by higher education experts. Argos provides accurate 

information and data when you need it, through reporting made simple. For more information, 

please visit www.evisions.com/argos.

“Argos is a game changer 
here in the La Salle University 
Undergraduate Admission 
Office. Argos reporting grants 
each Admission Counselor 
access to key prospect and 
applicant data. The ease of 
mining this data, thanks to user 
friendly reports, helps each 
counselor to track University-
wide enrollment trends and to 
analyze information related 
to their areas of responsibility. 
Argos reporting is always open 
and at the ready on all of our 
desktops!”  

Jim Plunkett
Executive Director of Admission

“Argos has been an excellent 
tool which allows our VP to 
quickly pull the most current 
data and transform it easily into 
a presentation. It has also given 
us the ability to put this data 
into easy-to-read dashboards 
which are utilized by our Board 
of Trustee Members and the 
La Salle Community. Argos has 
taken important, complicated 
data and made it easy to 
access at all levels throughout 
Enrollment Services, giving 
our staff the tools to be more 
successful in our enrollment 
recruitment efforts!”  

Lisa Willie
Executive Coordinator, Office of 
Enrollment Services
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Evisions helps higher education organizations work better. Our software eases your administrative load – so you can get back to the process of learning and discovery. Built and 
optimized for administrators, our solutions help you stay on top of your many tasks and responsibilities, reduce hassle and waste, and work more efficiently.
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